A. Elander Hooper was born on November 15, 1957 to the Union of Cecil and Dorothy Hooper. She was the third oldest. Elander was educated in the Mt. Clemens school District and graduated in 1975. 

She went on to further her education at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor from 1975-1979.  She received a Bachelor’s of Arts degree in political science she also received her teaching certificate in political science.

After graduation, she applied and was accepted into the University of Houston Graduate school of social work, planning and Administration. She attended University of Houston for several years. Upon arrival in Houston she immediately began working for Harris County Adult Probation Department where she was an adult probation officer for over 10 years. 

She later married Michael G. Kirksey and to this union Emeralle “Emmy” Kirksey was born.  Emmy was Elander’s heart. After more than 10 years as an adult probation officer Elander returned to Michigan. In 1994, she became a teacher with the Michigan Department of Corrections. She taught for over 20 years at Mound, Ryan and Lapeer Correctional Facilities. 

She loved to travel and visited over half of the 50 states. She also loved to bowl. In addition, she was very active in her community: Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Incorporated (39 years) , board of directors for Comprehensive Youth Services (20+year), Youth Worker - North Broadway Church of Christ (15 years), Mount Clemens Coalition for Parents and Youth (1 year). Elander was adamant about making this world a better place and saving our young men. She was in the process of incorporating the Staying Out Of Prison initiative.  

She leaves behind: her daughter, Emeralle Kirksey; Her parents Cecil and Dorothy Hooper; Siblings: Robert (Audrey) Harrington; Yvonne Caleb; Silentree Merriwether; Myron (Jackie) Hooper; Sharon (Robert) Scriven; Mark (Judy) Hooper; Zena (Rodney) Ridley; Tavia Hooper; Tony Hooper; a host of nieces, nephews, relatives, friends, sorority sisters and friend Duane E. Fox. 

